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SKYLINE SHINES 
 

Skyline’s Chicana/Latina scholarship winners enjoy a gala 

The Chicana Latina Foundation’s 2009 Scholarship Recipient Gala was held at the Palace Hotel in San 

Francisco on October 9. The Chicana/Latina Scholarship Fund awards merit-based scholarships valued at 

$1,500. The purpose of the Fund is to assist Latina students in completing their undergraduate and 

graduate college education. These scholarships are available on a competitive basis to continuing 

undergraduate and graduate female college students of Latino background.  Skyline’s three winners were 

Virginia Medrano Rosales, Margarita Gutierrez and Denisse Gonzalez, in the first photo below.  They 

were entertained by an all-female mariachi band and had the opportunity to network with eminent 

Latinas from across the state. 

 

Skyline student wins International Essay Contest 

Skyline student Ashley Good won the Phi Theta Kappa 2009 International Essay 

contest. The purpose of the International Essay Contest is to stimulate research 

and intellectual reflection preparatory to meaningful civic engagement and 

encourage individual Phi Theta Kappans to creatively engage the Honors Study 

Topic, "The Paradox of Affluence: Choices, Challenges and Consequences." 

Ashley's essay on Fast Food and the Paradox of Affluence complements the 

Skyline Chapter's work on vending machine selections and sponsorship of two 

children. 

Victoria P. Morrow, Ph.D. 

December 9, 2009 
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Gallery Mural Project presented with a Beautification Award by the City of San Bruno 

Student artists Sharon Singletary and Frances Winn along with Sandy Irber and President Vicki Morrow 

accepted the 2009 City of San Bruno Beautification Award in the Group Project category for the Gallery 

Mural Project.  The award was presented by Councilmember Irene O’Connell on October 13 during the 

San Bruno City Council meeting.  The mural consists of nine panels, each depicting a detail of a textile 

taken from the cultures that represent the diverse background of the Skyline College community. The 

concept for the mural is the brainchild of Paul Bridenbaugh, Gallery Coordinator.  Paul brought students, 

faculty and the Art on Campus Committee together to make the project a reality. The mural project was 

funded by the President’s Innovation Fund.  Here is the mural, followed by a photo of the award 

ceremony.  Pictured are Irene O’Connell, myself, Sandy Irber and the two students. The photo was taken 

by Melodie Tobin, member of the San Bruno Beautification Task Force. 

Four Skyline students win CPA scholarships 

Peninsula Silicon Valley Chapter of the California CPA (Certified Public Accountants) awarded 

scholarships to four Skyline Students October 29 at the Annual Student Night. Scholarships range from 

$250 to $1,000. Selection criteria included communication skills, academic excellence, and demonstrated 

leadership skills in academic or community involvement.  The winners were Brandie Berlin, Angela Lao, 

Amanda Parker and Eddie Swain. 
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Skyline professor publishes new book 

Shari Bookstaff, Skyline Professor of Biology, has written a book about getting her 

life back following the removal of a benign brain tumor.  She is holding a book 

signing on Saturday, December 12 at 1:30 pm at Family Martial Arts Center in 

Pacifica. A book signing at Skyline is being planned for next semester.  More details 

about the book can be found on Facebook and the book is now available in the 

Skyline College Bookstore.   

 

Gallery exhibits Landscape Derivations 

An exhibit of paintings entitled Landscape Derivations was on display throughout the month of 

November.  The three artists in the exhibition all employ a similar process of looking-distilling landscape 

elements to create their abstract imagery. Two of the artists, Robert Poplack and Tim Spaulding, live and 

work in the Bay Area. The third, Nick Perret, lives and works on the Greek Aegean island of Samos.  

In the first photo below, Nick Perret discussing his work with a gallery guest.  In the second, Tim 

Spaulding appears at the center with friends to the right, and his brother Jonathan to the left.  The other 

two images are paintings by Robert Poplack and Nick Perret. Current Gallery hours are posted on the 

Gallery Website: http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student newspaper recognized for excellence 

Skyline’s student newspaper, The Skyline View, once again won 

the General Excellence in Online Journalism award at the 

Journalism Association of Community Colleges NorCal 

Conference held Saturday, November 7
th

 at San Jose State 

University.  Skyline View Chief Copy Editor Helen Tran picked 

up two awards in the on-the-spot competitions:  2
nd

 Place in 

Copy Editing and 1
st
 Place in Opinion Writing.  Here Helen 

Tran shows off her two awards. 
 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/skygallery
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PROGRAMS 
 

MESA students give presentations at professional conference 

Earlier this month students from Skyline's MESA Program attended the 2009 Annual SACNAS 

conference in Dallas, Texas.  SACNAS is the Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native 

Americans in Science.  Students, staff and faculty from many schools across the country were 

represented at this meeting.  Skyline MESA students presented their original research alongside 700 

upper division students from four-year schools. Students had the chance to meet peers and future 

colleagues from universities and colleges from the East Coast to the West Coast, and in between.  

Skyline MESA students also participated in professional development talks, networking workshops and 

research presentations.  The scientific research completed by Skyline students was made possible by 

funding from Skyline MESA, and the seemingly unending volunteered support of Biology Lab 

Technician Pat Carter, Biology Professor Nick Kapp, and Biology Professor Christine Case.  he students 

spent their summer doing research in Case’s and Kapp’s labs. The Skyline research group is pictured 

below; insets are Rebecca Belloso (from the Case lab) and Matt Garza (from the Kapp lab). All of the 

Skyline students’ presentations can be viewed at 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/case/biol690/students09.html. 

 Antibacterial Activity of Herbal Extracts Used in Native Americal Traditional Medicine. 

Jonathan Tolentino. (Case lab) 

 Antibacterial Activity Of The Spice Elettaria cardamomum. Shervin Afghani and Imad 

Mugatash. (Case lab) 

 Antibacterial Properties in Helix aspersa. Jessica Lau. (Case lab) 

 Antimicrobial Activity of Baccharis pilularis (Asteraceae), A Traditional American Herbal 

Medicine. Bardo A. Castro. (Case lab) 

 Antimicrobial Activity of Kombucha Tea. Ashley Good and Navdeep Grewal. (Case lab) 

 Development of an inexpensive method to purify proteins through affinity chromatography using 

the starch binding domain of alpha-amylase from B. subtilis. Matthew Garza. (Kapp lab) 

 Effect of Treated Sewage and (NH4)H2PO4 on Chlorella Growth and Oil Composition. Bassam 

Esmail and James Thu. (Case lab) 

 Ethnobotany: The Antimicrobial 

Properties of Sambucus mexicana 

(Elderberry), A Native American 

Medicinal Plant. Rebecca 

Belloso. (Case lab) 

 Evaluation of the Antibacterial 

Activity of Fortunella margarita. 

Derrick Hau. (Case lab) 

 Innate and Acquired Immunity in 

Ilex spp. Bryan Robertson. (Case 

lab) 

 The Antibacterial Properties of 

the Brazilian Plant Euterpe 

oleracea. Isaiah Lan, Shwesha 

Govil, and Victor Diniz. (Case 

lab) 

 The Effect of Triclosan on An 

Aquatic Food Chain. Pearl Lee 

and Eric Hong. (Case lab) 

http://www.smccd.edu/accounts/case/biol690/students09.html
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English Language Institute hosts Super Saturday for English learners 

November 7th was “Super Saturday,” an event coordinated by the English Language Institute (ELI) 

which brought new students to Skyline College to learn about the ESOL classes offered here. Nearly 40 

new students were able to apply, take the placement test, and get an orientation to the college all in one 

day. Student interns from the ESOL 880 course, Workplace English for Speakers of Other Languages, 

were on hand to assist and guide participants through every task, providing translation and support 

wherever necessary.  Program Services Coordinator Peter Bruni and ELI Director Leigh Anne Sippel 

arranged training for the student interns, coordinated advertising and activities, and facilitated the whole 

day. ELI counselor Kenny Gonzalez held orientations all day, and A&R specialist Minerva Velasquez 

and student assistant Lesbia Duarte made counseling appointments for the students and provided 

information and smiling support.  The Child Development Center was opened to provide free child care, 

and Jocelyn Vila and Kate Williams-Browne were on hand to provide information about programs on 

campus. Nadia Tariq and her assistant Long provided testing in the newly opened Language Lab. Special 

thanks to Dave Jorgensen who provided technical support, and especially to William Watson and Adolfo 

Leiva of the Center for Workforce Development and to Caroline Ocampo of Public Information, who 

were extremely instrumental in the advertising and advising of the entire event.  As of mid-November, 

100% of the students who arrived and took placement tests also attended their counseling sessions and 

will be placed into classes. The English Language Institute, whose mission is to support second–language 

speakers through specialized counseling and detailed needs analysis, hopes to offer more Super 

Saturdays to strengthen the relationships that Skyline has with its communities. Connections made with 

local businesses, community centers, regional and county services, and neighbors such as SFO have been 

initiated and will be maintained to provide a deeper understanding of the community and the best ways to 

serve them. Congratulations to the ELI for a successful and enjoyable day of bringing new students to 

Skyline!  In the first photo, Peter Bruni and student intern Ruth Barrera assist students with the 

application process; next are ESOL 880 Interns Miriam Benevides, YaLing Huang, Ellene Tan, and 

Zoyka Balladores; At bottom left, ELI director Leigh Anne Sippel with student assistant Lesbia Duarte; 

and Kenny Gonzalez leading an orientation for new students. 

 
Photos by Adolfo Leiva 
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ASTEP learns at UMOJA V conference 

Faculty and students from the ASTEP Learning Community attended the UMOJA V Conference, 

INDABA: Building Community, held 

in early November in San Jose.  

UMOJA is the statewide African 

American Learning Community 

Consortium that Skyline joined this 

last spring.  Professors Pat Deamer, 

Phyllis Taylor, and Pauline 

Wethington presented the workshop 

“It Takes a Village; Collegial 

Collaboration for Student Success”.  

They also had the support of 

attending students, Floyd Pitts, BSU 

President and Shahid Solomon, BSU 

Vice-President. The faculty attended 

through Professional Development 

funding and a Trustee’s Grant 

provided for the membership in UMOJA.  

 

Transfer Day brings 30 campus reps to Skyline 

On October 23, Skyline College hosted more than 30 campus representatives from four-year colleges and 

universities from the California State University (CSU), University of California (UC) and private 

colleges for Transfer Day.  More than 300 Skyline College students took advantage of this opportunity to 

look into admissions requirements, program and campus impactions, housing campus life, and more. 

This year, the Transfer Center also sponsored Transfer Update – Information sessions with San Francisco 

State University, CSU East Bay, and UCLA.  These three colleges provided updated information 

workshops on their admissions policies, campus and major impactions, the application process, and 

specific majors at their campuses.  The following people helped to make the event possible: Jacqueline 

Escobar, Nadia Tariq, Virginia Padron, Andy Davis, Christianne Marra, Loretta Davis, Joyce Lee, 

Counseling Interns Jessica Lopez and Kent Gomez.  Thanks also to the student assistants: Dina 

Valdelomar, Alexander Lim, Weilun Tang, Ursula Aracca, Nacia Bambila, Amanda Parker, Yee Chiang 

Chan, Calvin Cheah, and volunteer James Salonga.  Thanks to faculty who referred students to Transfer 

Day and making this a great learning opportunity for Skyline’s students. 
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 TRiO program kicks off to a great start 

The TRiO Student Support Services program recently held a rousing Fall Kick Off event in September 

welcoming new students into the program and giving returning students an opportunity to interact with 

fellow classmates and staff.  The pictures below are a snapshot of activities enjoyed by more than 40 

students who attended.  TRiO Counselor Nohel Corral led a fun ice breaker to get everyone involved.  

Then Amanda Parker, the new TRiO Club President, and fellow officers described club plans for the 

semester. TRiO staff described their roles and services, including Leigh Anne Sippel, English Lab 

Coordinator; John Chavez, Math Lab Coordinator; John Saenz, Writing Instructional Aide; and Nohel 

Corral. Finally, Jacquie Escobar and Virgina Padron described services that they offer to assist students 

in the Transfer and Career Center before the students distributed new TRiO t-shirts and tote bags.  The 

fun event left everyone energized and excited about the new academic year.  This federally funded 

program is designed to offer a broad mix of academic and personal support services to help at least 330 

Skyline College students shine each year and help them overcome class, social, and cultural barriers to 

higher education.  The program assists those students who are first generation (neither parent has a four-

year degree), low-income or disabled and have a goal to complete an associate’s degree and transfer on 

to a four-year institution.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSC leadership learns at the Leadership Conference 

Skyline’s student government leadership attended the California Community College Student Affairs 

Association (CCCSAA), 2009 Leadership Conference, 

the theme for which was "Get up, Stand up, Lead."  

The conference consisted of various interactive 

workshops revolving around strong leadership. They 

were challenged to actively participate and keep an 

open mind, with the purpose of making a positive 

social change at their colleges and their communities. 

Here is a picture of the group with Keynote Speaker 

Victor Lewis, one of the principal cast members of 

"The Color of Fear," a film about race relations in the 

U.S. today. Victor Lewis and Hugh Vasquez presented 

on the role race and ethnicity play in people’s 

lives. The dynamic duo provided perspective on the 

social challenges people face due to intolerance of 

diversity. Most importantly, the tag-team offered 

solutions as to what people can do to challenge racial hatred. 

 

 
Photos by Virginia Medrano Rosales 
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Kaugnayan means connection  

The Kababayan Program presented an afternoon of Philippine folk dance and music featuring the 

Kababayan Dance Troupe of Skyline College and Barangay Dance Company, under the direction of 

artistic and dance directors Bonifacio Valera and Vickie Hafalia, at the Skyline Theater on October 24.  

Appropriately entitled “Kaugnayan,” which means connection or unity, the show reflected the 

interrelationship between the participants of this event, coming together to achieve the common goal of 

preserving and promoting the Filipino cultural heritage through the arts, folk dancing, and music. The 

two groups presented various regional dances of the Philippines, from the dances of the lowland 

Christian groups to the dances of the Cordillera and Mindanao tribes. They were joined by the St. 

Thomas More 8 pm Choir who performed popular songs and tribal chants from the Philippines.  Tenor 

Leon Palad and soprano Tracy Sarmiento performed kundimans or classic songs of the Philippines. This 

is the first full folk dance concert co-produced by the Kababayan Program and was sponsored in part by 

the President’s Innovation Fund.  
 

 

Talisman celebrates Skyline’s 40
th

 and invites submissions of student original writing and artwork 

Talisman Magazine, Skyline's annual anthology of poetry, fiction and art, celebrated its 40th Anniversary 

along with the college on October 27, with a reading by seven featured student writers:  Jamie Ball, 

Charity Walden, Danni Lee, Steve Perotti, Stephanie Lee, Kelly Ann Conway and Dante Casuga. 

Katharine Harer moderated and organized the event which took place in the Gallery surrounded by 

colorful abstract landscape paintings.  Dante read his Poetry Manifesto,"We Want You", calling all 

creative writers to join him in expressing themselves. Talisman will be calling for submissions of original 

writing and artwork by Skyline students next semester for the 40th Anniversary edition of the magazine, 

which could be the longest running continuous high quality student anthology published by a community 

college. Here are Kelly Ann Conway, Dante Casuga, Charity Walden and the audience. 
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Business Information Night co-hosted by Skyline’s Transfer Center and DeVry University 

On October 22, the Transfer Center in collaboration with DeVry University hosted a Business 

Information Networking Night for students interested in the different areas of business.  More than 40 

students attended this informative and interactive event where they learned the different fields of 

business, types of educational training, internships, and the “must have” skills necessary to get into these 

fields.  The panel was comprised of dynamic and engaging presenters from companies such as Old Navy, 

ahoo, Oracle, Hewlett Packard, and Genentech.  Also on the panel were two students majoring in 

Business Administration and Small Business Management and Entrepreneurship. They provided the 

attendees a valuable student perspective on their educational pursuit.  The evening ended with students 

networking with the panelists to learn more about how to be competitive in the field.  Special thanks to 

Will Minnich, Randy Lapitan, and Joe Tolod for organizing the event.  Also special thanks to Jacquie 

Escobar and her Transfer Center staff, Nate Nevado, and Kent Gomez for their work in making this 

dynamic event happen. The speakers are pictured in the second photo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Poet shares her work and her story with Skyline lit class 

Former WOW! panelist, poet Meliza Bañales, visited English Professor Lucia Lachmayr’s Literature 

225--Contemporary poetry class. Here is how Lucia described the event:  “She performed some of her 

spoken word as well as answered questions for the class. She was an engaging and dynamic guest 

speaker, talking about everything from her shifts in attitude during college, to her mission to stay true to 

her ideals. Her stories about her slam tours were hysterical and she ended with the amazing poem "Do 

the Math" http://lodestarquarterly.com/work/57/  as well as some of her new work.”   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos by Nate Nevado 

 

http://lodestarquarterly.com/work/57/
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TRiO Program attends Transfer Day at SFSU 

Skyline College’s TRiO Program partnered with Cañada College’s TRiO to attend San Francisco State’s 

4
th

 Annual Transfer Day hosted by Project Connect and the Associated Students.  Over 20 students 

attended from Skyline.  Students participated in workshops including transferring, admissions 

requirements, financial aid, majors, study abroad and more.  The event also included pre-admission 

advising for students interested in attending SFSU, campus tours and a free lunch.  An SFSU student 

panel including former Skyline College and TRiO Program student, Vanessa Allas, encouraged students 

to overcome challenges and provided encouragement and support to all transfer students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSC sponsors a Unity Day focused on awareness against violence 

Unity Day gave students an opportunity to visit the various club tables and get to know students that are 

making a positive impact in the Skyline community.  The students enjoyed the newly renovated quad in a 

worthy effort to unite against violence.  As Denisse Gonzalez, President of the Associated Students said, 

“Between our beautiful quad, the lovely weather, and delicious snacks, we had the perfect setting to 

engage in a rich discussion on what we as students can do to promote peace and alternative avenues for 

students in need.”  This ASSC sponsored event was made possible thanks to the participation of clubs, 

learning communities, outside community groups, and the student body.  Here are a few shots of the 

event:  the Black Student Union; the Cosmetology Club; members of the ASSC Oscar Diaz, Hanna Azar, 

President Denisse Gonzalez and Raydan Al-hubaishy; the final shot is of all the participants. 
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Anna “The Hurricane” Julaton visits Skyline 

On November 19, Ana “The Hurricane” Julaton was a guest speaker for Skyline’s Counseling 100 

(College Success) students.  Ana is originally from Daly City and a graduate of El Camino High School.  

She is currently the women’s World Boxing Champion in her weight class.  She spoke to Skyline 

students about overcoming adversities, the importance of networking, and the benefits of setting goals.  

The students appreciated listening to her personal experiences as they were able to relate to her.  They 

also had a chance take pictures with her along with her championship belt and to get autographs as well.  

Special thanks go to Nate Nevado, Nohel Corral, Kent Gomez, Natalie Tuckett, Caroline Ocampo, and 

Jessica Lopez for organizing an inspiring event for Skyline’s students. 

Holiday Job Fair draws a crowd of both employers and students 

Skyline College’s Career Center hosted the 2009 Holiday Job Fair with overwhelming success.  Twenty-

four companies and 45 employers were on campus to recruit students for available part-time and full-

time employment.  More than 400 hundred students and community participants took advantage of the 

opportunity to gain valuable information and become more familiar with existing employment and 

training opportunities throughout the Bay Area. Special thanks to Career Center Director Virginia 

Padron, Nadia Tariq, Jacqueline Escobar, Counseling Intern Jessica Lopez, Loretta Davis, Christianne 

Marra and student volunteers Calvin Cheah, ee Chang, Dina Valdelomar, James Salonga, and Ursula 

Aracca for helping us host a successful event! 
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Ceramics Club launches Empty Bowls project 

Skyline Ceramics Students have formed a new Ceramics club on campus.  

One of their first projects is the Empty Bowls Fundraiser. Empty Bowls is a 

grassroots organization created to raise money and awareness while working 

toward ending hunger.  Each group that participates in the Empty Bowls 

project works within their community to create their own event. The Skyline 

Ceramics Club has a goal of creating 200 handmade bowls and hosting a 

fundraising soup dinner at the campus cafeteria in April 2010. The cost of 

the dinner will be a suggested donation of $10.00, and patrons will take 

home their bowls as reminder of those in need. Proceeds will go to the North 

Peninsula Food Pantry. Check out the showcase in the Building 1 second 

floor lobby to watch them meet their goal.  Contact club advisor Tiffany 

Schmierer, at schmierert@smccd.edu, to get involved. The poster was 

created by ceramics student, Linda Fahey. 
 

Phi Theta Kappa inducts new members  

Skyline’s chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, Beta Theta Omicron, hosted the fall induction for new Phi Theta 

Kappa members from Skyline College, Cañada College, and College of San Mateo. The ceremony was 

held on November 6 in the Skyline College Theater. Approximately 100 members, their families, and 

guests attended. Professor Paul Spakowski read the names of the new members as each came to the stage. 

The keynote speaker was Michael McCarthy, San Francisco Community Broadband Manager. Mr. 

McCarthy introduced the 2010-2012 honors study topic, The Democratization of Information, and 

charged members to bring digital information to lower socioeconomic neighborhoods. Nevada-California 

Phi Theta Kappa Regional Vice President John Yan administered the oath of office to the 2009-2010 

officers for each chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                   Photos by Christine Case 

mailto:schmierert@smccd.edu
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PLANNING 
 

Naming project under way for paths and quads at Skyline 

At the College Council meeting last Wednesday, the group concurred with a recommendation from the 

Wayfinding Committee to establish names for the college’s quads and major pathways.  In order to 

include new names in signage which will begin to be installed in the spring, the project needs to begin 

now.  This is a call for proposals, with a deadline of January 15. 

Areas which would be affected.  The major pathways are indicated in yellow in the map below 

and the quads are indicated in blue.  The red dots indicate banners which will carry the pathway 

names to help with wayfinding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible approaches to naming quads and pathways.  Skyline may want to use different logic 

for the quads than for the pathways, or the college may want to select a unified approach. Please 

submit suggestions via the eSuggestion Box here, or at the bottom of Skyline Shines, or on 

Skyline’s website (see the eSuggestion Box link on Skyline’s front page). Here are some 

possibilities: 

 Descriptive:  East, West, South, Central 

 Thematic:  key words or concepts from Skyline’s Vision, Mission and Values statements 

might be used:  Diversity, Learning, Communication, Partnership 

 Environmentally oriented:  Mission Blue Butterfly, Cypress, Ocean View 

 Focused on building purposes:  Student Quad (Bldg. 6), Trojan Quad (Bldg. 3), Arts Quad 

(Bldg. 1), Science Quad (Bldg. 7), Auto Quad (Bldgs. 9, 10 and 11), Multicultural Quad (new 

Bldg. 4 quad entrance) 

 Something else entirely! 

Process and timeline: The deadline for proposals is January 15, via the eSuggestion Box 

below.  (It will be in Skyline Shines each week until then, and on the website too.)  The college 

wants to allow people time over the holidays to think about it a bit.  The College Council will 
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then consider them at their late January meeting and may send out a short list for further input in 

February.  Recommendations will go to the board of trustees in April. 

 Naming Paths & Quads e-suggestion Box 

 

EVENTS 

 

Skyline College’s annual ceramics sale, Dec. 8-10 

The Annual Ceramics Sale will be held in the Gallery from 

December 8-10, and the hours will be 8:30 am - 9:30 pm. 

Come and find unique handmade pottery gifts.  All work is 

produced by the Skyline Ceramic Art Students. The poster was 

created by Skyline student Linda Fahey. 

 

Skyline College voice class recital, Dec. 15 

Skyline voice students will be holding a recital in the Gallery 

on December 15 from 7-8:30 p.m. 

 
 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/survey.zgi?p=WEB229WP9ZZEZV

